
LOOSE CHANGE OR REAL CHANGES?! - Well, believe it or not, we now find ourselves coming around 
the “home stretch” in the Season of Lent (next weekend is Palm Sunday and 2 weekends from now it will be 
Easter) – and we are remembering that Lent is a season that is all about change --- of the best kind! We 
happily undertake these 40 days of prayer, fasting and almsgiving so that God will change us from the way we 
have been, closer to the person God knows we can be and want to be! And now, in today’s Gospel Reading, 
we hear about the one additional step – to REVIVE! A dictionary definition of the word “revive” includes 
notions like:  

• to return to consciousness or life   
• to become active or flourishing again   
• to become strong, healthy, active, or operative again  
• to activate, set in motion, or take up again  

This scene in John’s Gospel is commonly referred to as The Raising Lazarus (which is true), but it might better 
be called the Reviving of Martha & Mary – because they are the ones who really are the central characters - 
these two women who are such close friends of Jesus and whose lives seemed crushed, dispirited, distraught 
with sadness and loss at the death of their brother.  

On the one hand, while Jesus demonstrates his power and divinity by raising Lazarus back to life, he also 
demonstrates his humanity and his loving solidarity with the sisters’ grief with his own weeping for the loss his 
close friend. In the midst of our own current suffering and anxiety and fears and concerns about many things 
(personal illness, loss of a loved one, economic anxiety, challenges at work, worries about the state of our 
climate or politics or world violence) – how powerful and encouraging it is to know that Jesus shares his loving 
concern for our sufferings, too – just like he did with Martha and Mary! When some things may seem “dead” 
in our lives (a dry prayer life, a strained personal relationship, a life-dream that may not actually turn out as 
we had hoped…) Jesus is there with us and sharing our suffering and pain.  

 And, as miraculous as it truly was for Lazarus’ life to be REVIVED (not right away, but after 4 whole days had 
passed) and the restrictions of the burial cloth removed from him, Martha and Mary’s lives were REVIVED, 
too! And, not just them – but so many around them came to believe in Jesus and experience a REVIVED 
awareness of the powerful presence of God in their lives! Things in their lives CHANGED in an incredibly 
meaningful, significant and positive way as they kept close to Jesus!  

 What a perfect message to hear as we enter the “final stretch” of the Lenten Season - and what a great way 
to get ready for next week’s Palm Sunday celebration and the following days of Holy Week! To celebrate this 
weekend that Jesus really wants to revive us, too! 

• to return to consciousness or life   
• to become active or flourishing again   
• to become strong, healthy, active, or operative again  
• to activate, set in motion, or take up again  

Isn’t that what Easter is really all about?! 

 


