
CHECK ENGINE LIGHT! - Right about this time of the year, lots of folks are piling into their cars to make 
trips to the beach, to the mountains, to all kinds of places to visit family and friends for summer get-aways. 
And the last thing that anyone wants to see while all of that driving is taking place --- is the “Check Engine 
Light” appear on the dashboard! Never a good thing! As an indicator/sign that something is just not right 
“under the hood” or somewhere else with the vehicle that needs to be checked out --- it is, actually, kind of a 
good thing – it gives you a chance to check things out and do something before an even bigger problem might 
leave you stranded on the side of the road somewhere!  
  
And, when it comes to traveling the spiritual life as a disciple of Jesus, there are some things that might cause 
our spiritual “Check Engine Light” to appear, too --- which is what we hear from the Gospel of Luke for the next 
several weeks! And this weekend, we hear about one particular danger – greed!  
  
Here is what we just heard Jesus say to the crowd: “Take care to guard against all greed …” All greed – more 
than just money, possessions! We can also be greedy for attention & praise, for control, for social standing 
… And, come to think of it, if one were to consider what might be the potential “trouble spots” to look out for 
as risks in living the spiritual life, the idea of “greed” is actually a pretty smart place to start --- and here’s why: 
greed is basically an attitude/disposition where the focus is primarily on “me” (which means, therefore, that it 
is not focused on God)! And when our life becomes less focused on God, problems can enter in!  
  
And, really, would any of us like it if someone else who knows us would describe us as being pretty much a 
“greedy person?! Ouch!! Not a very complimentary thing to say!  
  
Definition: a selfish and excessive desire for more of something than one needs, often motivated by 
ambition; an intense selfish desire. Another way of saying it: not being satisfied  
  
Opposite: generous, kind, charitable, unselfishness, moderation,   
  
Where does a greedy spirit come from:  

1. Competition for approval – compensation for insecure sense of self and others (people will like me 
more the more success/stuff that I can display and value me)  

2. Need to control  
3. Desire for immortality (recognition, fame) Point of Jesus’s teaching: not to make you feel guilty about 

whatever success you have achieved or not to have pride in the fruit of your efforts – but why/what 
are those efforts for?! 

Jesus is basically asking the “motivation question”: is it for yourself or for others/Kingdom of God? He also 
challenges us to consider the “effects question”: just what are the effects of my ambitions on myself and 
others? Does it make me become jealous, anxious, angry, turned-inward, never feeling at peace because 
“enough is ever enough” – that is what the person in the crowd was sounding like (“Teacher, tell my brother 
to share the inheritance…”! OR – content, satisfied, interested/attentive to the well-being of others, more 
prone to share with others or to withhold from others ---- does not help to build up community!?  
 

 So, Jesus in the Gospel of Luke this week encourages us to “take a look at the dashboard” of our lives to make 
sure that the “Check Engine Light” might be on!  
 


