
HOMILY HIGHLIGHT:  

THE THREE-LEGGED STOOL! - In today’s passage from the Gospel of Luke, we hear about the “2nd leg” – 
which is: being rooted in Scripture!   
  
Recall that at this point in Luke’s gospel, Jesus has been baptized by John in the Jordan and spent a significant 
period of time in the desert and has just begun to preach and to heal – but why, and for what purpose?! Where 
does Jesus turn to figure that out?; What is the “source” that Jesus goes to clarify and express his sense of who 
he is and what his mission in life is all about? He goes to the writing of the Prophet Isaiah – part of his “bible”!  
  
And, the location of this scene matters, too! As distinct from the one Temple in Jerusalem where the Levite 
priests offered the various ritual sacrifices and prayers, the synagogue is a local venue where folks could worship 
anywhere that people gathered together to pray – and the main source of prayer in the synagogue was the 
Scriptures!  
  
So, the gospel writer Luke is making abundantly clear that for Jesus personally, and for the community of faith 
together to whom Luke was writing, being immersed in the Scriptures is critically important (not an optional 
extra) for understanding, discerning and acting upon the call of God in your life!  
  
And, what was true for Jesus and for Luke’s early community is also true for us – each one of us personally and 
all of us together!!  
 

Another way of saying it: if you want a stable & sturdy platform that supports your life as disciple of Jesus, then 
“Being aware and responsive” to the needs of those around you is a critical first leg of the “three-legged stool”, 
along with being really rooted in the Bible as a critically important reference point for your daily life. And so, 

next week, we will hear about what the 3rd leg of the “3-legged stool” for effective Christian living is all about!  
 


